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Why Iron Man 2 ignores Hollywood 3D More USA
mania e

Iron Man 2 was already in production when 3D Avatar made history. And though 3D is
now a mainstream a tool, it's not always appropriate, say filmmakers.

Iron Man 2 opens Friday on more
than 4,000 screens nationwide. Why
it's not in 3D like Avatar.

Paramount Pictures/Industrial Light
and Magic/AP
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By Gloria Goodale, Staff writer / May 6, 2010
Los Angeles Most viewed
Summer movie-going begins at midnight with “Iron Man 2,” the Marvel sequel projected to threaten
the first-weekend box-office performance of the current record-holder, 2008’s “The Dark Knight.” 1. Streaking chunks of Halley's Comet producing

Eta Aquarid meteor shower

But remarkably, in the new Hollywood 3D bonanza led by the best-selling movie of all time, . )
2. If British election 2010 results trump popular

“Avatar,” the Iron Man 2 is coming to theaters in good, old-fashioned 2D, no 3D version in sight. vote, what next?

3. Matthew Vaughn to direct 'X-Men: First Class,’
movie to be released in 2011

Why It Matters ) . ] . I )
y There are good reasons for that — primarily that the film SLvicncliecalliEb A eindlbactetialinlingredicnts

« Iron Man 2 accounted for 90 percent of . . 5. Megacities of the world: a glimpse of how we'll
ticket sales at MovieTickets.com on was already in production long before James Cameron oy ———

Thursday. ; ;
Y showed the industry the power and promise of 3D 6. Pakistan Taliban disavow Times Square bomb

suspect Faisal Shahzad

7. Who is Huma Mian? Wife of Faisal Shahzad,
Times Square bomb suspect

* At least 842 showings of Iron Man 2
are sold out, including 255 midnight
showtimes.

moviemaking.

But the sky-high expectations for the Robert Downey
i . . 8. National Day of Prayer is on, despite court ruling
Jr. star vehicle raise questions about the current 3D

H 1 . H 1 H 2
Related Stories 9. UK election 101: What is a 'hung parliament?

craze in Hollywood, one which has led to the awkward, 10. Blog: After the Ellen DeGeneres iPhone dust-up,
-mi i i “ does Apple need to lighten up?
Marvel deal will build on Disney’s Pixar last-minute conversion of films such as “Clash of the PP 9 P
model Titans,” from 2D into 3D, as well as virtually every
;ﬁ’/!xfmd places biggest 3-D bet yet on studio searching through its vaults for films to “re-
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Blog: 3D TV has a tough road ahead, says master” in 3D.

James Cameron
3D is already a mainstream filmmaking tool, says David

Wertheimer, executive director of the Entertainment
Technology Center at the University of Southern California. “There is no major film going into
production today that doesn't have people asking whether it should be in 3D or not,” he writes in
an e-mail.

“It is a revolution, like color or sound, but the analogy is not perfect. 3D will not reach 100 percent
penetration like those technologies did. Just about any film could be better with 3D, but for a lot of
reasons, it will be a long time before even a majority of them are offered in 3D, much less all of
them.”

As revenues from 3D films rise, there is a great temptation to see the technology as the salvation
of the industry, says Paul Dergarabedian, president of Hollywood.com Box Office. Recent numbers
are indeed impressive, he points out, noting that through this past weekend, four 3D films have
generated 25 percent of this year's domestic box office — some $850 million. But, he cautions,
“bad 3D, like bad movies, can kill the industry at any time.” Only five years ago, the industry was
languishing with attendance at its lowest in decades for a simple reason — Hollywood simply wasn’t
turning out films audiences wanted to see, he adds.
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Why Iron Man 2 ignores Hollywood 3D
mania

Iron Man 2 was already in production when 3D Avatar made history. And though 3D is
now a mainstream a tool, it's not always appropriate, say filmmakers.

(Page 2 of 2)

Filmmaking may be a business, but the most important element of any film is still the story, says
filmmaker Hezekiah Lewis, who teaches at Villanova University. “If the story is compelling, the film
will be a success despite how it was shot,” he says in an email. “The story dictates the visual style.
Filmmaking is a visual medium, and not all stories call for a 3D format. Sometimes less is more.
Are there stories out there that call for the 3D style? Yes, but | do not believe every film should be
retrofitted into that format because it minimizes visual and artistic choices that the filmmaker set
out to create.”

Why It Matters

* Iron Man 2 accounted for 90 percent of . . . ) _
ticket sales at MovieTickets.com on side of filmmaking, the wave of audience interest — and

Thursday.

Despite reservations about its impact on the artistic

willingness to pay higher ticket prices — has sped the
« At least 842 showings of Iron Man 2
are sold out, including 255 midnight

showtimes. points out industry analyst Scott Hettrick. “Up until this

long-languishing digital conversion of movie theaters,

revenue source gave theater owners a gOOd reason to

Related Stories convert, the technology in most movie houses [was]
ancient, essentially the same light-passing-through-
Marvel deal will build on Disney's Pixar celluloid we've had for 100 years,” he says.
model

Hollywood places biggest 3-D bet yet on

oo There are plenty of technical issues to iron out, not the

Blog: 3D TV has a tough road ahead, says least of which remains the niggling discomfort of even
JamesiCameron the most sophisticated glasses current 3D equipment
requires. But, Mr. Hettrick adds, other countries such as
Japan have moved in front of the US. Television
stations are already broadcasting in 3D, and cell phones with 3D technology not requiring glasses

already exist.

But these days, the DVD after-life of films is as important, if not more, than its theatrical run. Home
theater demands for 3D shows may speed the transition to more 3D content. ESPN, DirectTV and
Discovery all expect to roll out 3D channels in the near future, with the sports channel already on
deck to broadcast the 2010 World Cup Soccer match between South Africa and Mexico in 3D this
summer. And, according to iSuppli, Global 3D television shipments will rise to 78 million units by

[
=
m
a
[
o
=
=
-
=1
=
ES

Subscribe | E-mail newsletters | ’:j RSS

More USA
UK general election: Could
it end 'special
4 relationship' with US? [ 4

About these ads

Subscribe to the weekly Monifor and save 71%!

Most viewed

1. Streaking chunks of Halley's Comet producing
Eta Aquarid meteor shower

2. If British election 2010 results trump popular
vote, what next?

3. Matthew Vaughn to direct 'X-Men: First Class,’
movie to be released in 2011

4. Tylenol recall: FDA found bacteria in ingredients

5. Megacities of the world: a glimpse of how we'll
live tomorrow

6. Pakistan Taliban disavow Times Square bomb
suspect Faisal Shahzad

7. Who is Huma Mian? Wife of Faisal Shahzad,
Times Square bomb suspect

8. National Day of Prayer is on, despite court ruling
9. UK election 101: What is a 'hung parliament?"

10. Blog: After the Ellen DeGeneres iPhone dust-up,
does Apple need to lighten up?

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2010/0506/Why-Iron-Man-2-ignores-Hollywood-3D-mania/(page)/2[5/6/2010 3:06:19 PM]


http://www.csmonitor.com/World
http://www.csmonitor.com/World
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture
http://www.csmonitor.com/Books
http://www.csmonitor.com/Books
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions
http://links.mkt1259.com/servlet/SignUpForm?f=227712
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/RSS
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money/2009/0901/p02s16-usec.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money/2009/0901/p02s16-usec.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/2009/0724/hollywood-places-biggest-3-d-bet-yet-on-avatar
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/2009/0724/hollywood-places-biggest-3-d-bet-yet-on-avatar
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0311/3D-TV-has-a-tough-road-ahead-says-James-Cameron
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0311/3D-TV-has-a-tough-road-ahead-says-James-Cameron
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0311/3D-TV-has-a-tough-road-ahead-says-James-Cameron
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2010/0326/Want-to-see-a-3D-movie-Ticket-prices-go-up-20-percent
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0426/Avatar-DVD-and-Blu-ray-smash-sales-records
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money/2010/0105/ESPN-3D-kicks-off-the-year-of-3D-TV.-But-will-consumers-buy-in
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-05-05
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXRED
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0506/Streaking-chunks-of-Halley-s-Comet-producing-Eta-Aquarid-meteor-shower
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0506/Streaking-chunks-of-Halley-s-Comet-producing-Eta-Aquarid-meteor-shower
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0506/If-British-election-2010-results-trump-popular-vote-what-next
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0506/If-British-election-2010-results-trump-popular-vote-what-next
http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0505/Matthew-Vaughn-to-direct-X-Men-First-Class-movie-to-be-released-in-2011
http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0505/Matthew-Vaughn-to-direct-X-Men-First-Class-movie-to-be-released-in-2011
http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0506/Tylenol-recall-FDA-found-bacteria-in-ingredients
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2010/0505/Megacities-of-the-world-a-glimpse-of-how-we-ll-live-tomorrow
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2010/0505/Megacities-of-the-world-a-glimpse-of-how-we-ll-live-tomorrow
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0506/Pakistan-Taliban-disavow-Times-Square-bomb-suspect-Faisal-Shahzad
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0506/Pakistan-Taliban-disavow-Times-Square-bomb-suspect-Faisal-Shahzad
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0505/Who-is-Huma-Mian-Wife-of-Faisal-Shahzad-Times-Square-bomb-suspect
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2010/0505/Who-is-Huma-Mian-Wife-of-Faisal-Shahzad-Times-Square-bomb-suspect
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0506/National-Day-of-Prayer-is-on-despite-court-ruling
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/0506/UK-election-101-What-is-a-hung-parliament
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0505/After-the-Ellen-DeGeneres-iPhone-dust-up-does-Apple-need-to-lighten-up
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2010/0505/After-the-Ellen-DeGeneres-iPhone-dust-up-does-Apple-need-to-lighten-up

http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions
http://www.csmonitor.com/relocation
http://www.csmonitor.com/

http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/print/content/view/print/299584
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FSociety%2F2010%2F0506%2FWhy-Iron-Man-2-ignores-Hollywood-3D-mania&title=Why%20Iron%20Man%202%20ignores%20Hollywood%203D%20mania%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=twitter&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FSociety%2F2010%2F0506%2FWhy-Iron-Man-2-ignores-Hollywood-3D-mania&title=Why%20Iron%20Man%202%20ignores%20Hollywood%203D%20mania%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=buzz&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FSociety%2F2010%2F0506%2FWhy-Iron-Man-2-ignores-Hollywood-3D-mania&title=Why%20Iron%20Man%202%20ignores%20Hollywood%203D%20mania%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=csmtechstaff&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2FUSA%2FSociety%2F2010%2F0506%2FWhy-Iron-Man-2-ignores-Hollywood-3D-mania&title=Why%20Iron%20Man%202%20ignores%20Hollywood%203D%20mania%20-%20CSMonitor.com&content=&lng=en
javascript:RightslinkPopUp();
http://rss.csmonitor.com/feeds/usa
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2010/0506/UK-general-election-Could-it-end-special-relationship-with-US
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2010/0506/UK-general-election-Could-it-end-special-relationship-with-US
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2010/0506/UK-general-election-Could-it-end-special-relationship-with-US
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2010/0506/UK-general-election-Could-it-end-special-relationship-with-US

Why Iron Man 2 ignores Hollywood 3D mania - CSMonitor.com

Photos of the day 05.05.10 »
2015, rising at a compound annual growth rate of 80 percent — from 4.2 million in 2010.
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